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Hello, welcome.
Thank you for joining us today for the Magnify Live Arts info session. We appreciate you taking the time. Please do note this presentation is being recorded, so your video and mics will be off for the duration of the presentation. 

If you have any questions during, please pop them in the chat and we'll try and get to them in the chat. But we'll also have time at the very end for questions so we can have a chat then. My name is Veronica Barac-Gomez, I'm the curator of performance here at Blacktown Arts.

My colleagues Rachelle and Saarah are behind the scenes working the tech, so they'll be helping me out in the chat as well. I'd like to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land we're tuning in from today, the Dharug people. It is an absolute honour and privilege to be able to work with artists here on Dharug land and to bring you this opportunity today. I pay my respects to elders past and present and acknowledge that this land was never ceded and always was, always will be Aboriginal land.

Tonight we will go through the agenda quickly. So we'll go through what is Magnify. We'll go through the guidelines that you can find on our website that outline everything that you need to include in your application. We'll go through how to apply, we'll go through what support material you need to submit, and we'll have question time at the end.






Let's go for it. First up, we have, what is Magnify? Magnify Live Arts supports artists in Western Sydney to develop new projects to be presented live. We define live as performing in real time to an audience. So if your project involves, sometime in the future, having an audience, you can apply for this grant. We will provide, so we Blacktown Arts, will provide mentoring, 1 week of residency space in western Sydney and financial support of up to $5,000 to develop a new project idea. This program gives artists time and support to experiment with new ideas, connect with other artists in the residency program, and work with guest mentors and the Blacktown Arts team. So, we'll go into this a little bit more in detail in the coming slides.
But individuals and groups are welcome to apply. We welcome applications from creatives who are deaf, neurodivergent, with lived experience of disability and or access requirements. Applications are open to live arts projects across a range of art forms, including, but not limited to; performance, dance, music, composition, and theatre.

Great, mentoring. So, one of the 3 features of this program is that we will be available to you during the development of your project. So both the Blacktown Arts team, so myself and my colleagues, and guest creative producers who are currently pending, will be available to you and we'll work with you when we, if you're successful, we'll work with you to figure out the best schedule and times for you to check in for those mentoring sessions residency, so we'll work with you when you're successful, we'll confirm your November dates. We do ask that you're available in November and you'll outline your availability in the application and then once we have your dates, we'll work with you to find a space where you can work from. We don't have designated spaces yet. We'll work with you to find a space that suits your project and your accessibility needs as well.
Yeah, we can go forward, finally, financial support. So, you'll receive up to $5,000 to develop your project idea. When you're successful, we will work with you to develop a budget. This is to figure out how you'll spend the money and you can make the most out of the financial support. And, you know, sometimes there's things like marketing support and things that you don't need to spend cash on because we can do that for you. So that's why it's important to work with us to put that together. And a note that all artists involved in the residency, including the lead applicants, or if you're a group, like everyone in the group, must be paid in line with the Live Performance Award. And we can go into that once you submit the application. Great. This kind of gives you the key dates of like when everything will happen. So, you'll need to submit your application by Monday 29 June. 
That gives you about 3 weeks from now. Successful applicants will be notified in late July. We'll work with you in August to confirm your residency dates, to find a venue for your residency, and to develop the budget of your residency. And then in November, you will have the residency.

Great, and then let's talk about some guidelines. So, you'll find all this information on our website on the Magnify Live Arts page. You'll find both the application form and the guidelines. What I suggest is you go through the guidelines to make sure that you understand everything that we're asking you to submit, and then you go to the application to submit. So, as I mentioned, applications close on 29 June. We'll let you know in late July if you've been successful or if you haven't.
We'll also need you to be 18 or over if you're the main applicant on the application. You must be based in western Sydney to apply for this opportunity. Applications must be for a live arts project.

So, remember, that's a broad term and it can be dance, theatre, comedy, you know, like performance is wide. Really think big and I think a helpful way to think about it is, am I presenting this to a live audience?

Okay, great. So, then you can apply for this. Only 1 application can be submitted per individual or group. The assessment panel may select projects from a range of art forms. Meeting all eligibility and assessment criteria does not guarantee success, as we have limited number of available spots.

Successful applicants may receive less than $5,000, so when we get to the part where we create a budget with you, we'll work out those details. You may be asked to provide additional support material during the assessment process. So sometimes
We'll need a little bit more detail just to really narrow it down if like things are very close, you know, like that we have some tied applications, we might ask you for a bit more support material to clarify some things before we move ahead.




How do you apply?
Your application can be submitted or must be submitted through the Blacktown Arts website. So, as I mentioned, check out our webpage for this, for Magnify Live Arts. You will need to provide in writing or in a video. You have the option
to make a video if you prefer talking about things more than writing about them. You'll need to include information about your artistic practice. So, you know, what's your experience or what do you like? What are your influences? What are you passionate about?

More about your practice, detailed information about your project, including what it is, who's involved, when will it happen, why it matters, and how the project benefits or engages with the Blacktown community. So yeah, this is all the questions.
that we need you to be clear about. This is so we understand exactly what your project is and how we would be able to support you. And the part about how the project benefits the Blacktown community, you can think about that in a range of ways. Meaning it could be about the artists. Who are involved in your project, or it could be the audiences that you'll be presenting this to?

Also, please tell us about your project goals or outcomes. This can be how do you see this presented in the future? And support material that helps explain your practice and the project. So, it's great that you can tell us via video or via written form, what your project is about. But if we have supplementary images and videos that really give us, or like mood boards that really give us an idea of the visual of the project, that's always great. So that goes to support material that you can include, images, video, audio, and links to previous work. So even if it's not about this project that you're applying for, anything that gives us an idea of your practice as a whole would be great.

How will applications be assessed?
 So this is our 4 points of assessment criteria. This is what we think about when we are reading your application. Please really think about these things as you're preparing it. So, we'll think about your originality of ideas and your creativity. We'll be looking for a clear project description. We'll be looking at how the project benefits and or engages the Blacktown City community, and we'll be looking at your ability to make the most of the residency opportunity. That's about, do you have availability? Are you able to really commit to the time and the energy to get this developed?

If your application is successful, as we mentioned, we'll let you know by late July.
And then we will go in August, we'll go into working out your residency schedule that is in November, remember. You'll see in the application a field to put in your availability in November. And you can also state there what would be your ideal, do you want to do like a whole week in a row? Like that would be the best for us. But you know, if you need a bit more flexibility and you want to break it up into 3 days here, 3 days there across November, you're able to do that. So, just let us know and we can work with you when the time comes.

The budget, so we'll be working with you to put that budget together. So, you don't need to worry about that for the application, but that will be something that comes up later. Great. So, all the artists involved in the residency, including the lead applicant, must be paid in line with the Live Performance Award. You can check that out online if you look up Live Performance Award, New South Wales, you'll see what that's all about. There's just a minimum hourly rate that everyone needs to be paid so that you're being compensated fairly for your time. Please do consider that, you know, because $5,000 across a big group might run out quite quickly. But as I said, we'll work with you to look at that in detail.

Great. Does anyone in the chat have any questions for me? 

I see, Lea, you said, you mentioned that the works can be live performance, If we were to apply with a durational performance artwork, would you have the appropriate mentors to work with us for this, as this can be seen as experimental live performance?
Okay, I'll answer that first. Yes, absolutely. We would find the mentors that are the most appropriate for your art form. Additionally, we must submit a project budget, even though you mentioned we don't need to? 



Oh, you don't need to submit a budget for this. So, we don't have a template for this opportunity on the website. You might be, because we have a couple other.
opportunities. So why don't we go to the next slide, and I'll tell you about these other 2 opportunities that do ask for a budget, because you might be getting them. We have a bit on offer now. So, for Blacktown Shorts Film Festival, we do ask you to upload a budget. This is a really great opportunity if you're a filmmaker, yourself, or if you have friends who are filmmakers, please let them know to apply. 

We'll be selecting 3 to 4 films to be made later in this year and presented at the Sydney Opera House in October. So that's a really great opportunity. And then there's Blacktown City Creative Arts Fund. We, okay, we will look at that budget. I see what you're saying, Lea. We will look at that because you shouldn't, it shouldn't be a requirement that might be a little mistake on our part that that that the application is asking you for that. But we will remove that requirement because we it's not a requirement at this time.

Great. But also, I'll tell you about the Blacktown Creative Arts Fund because it's a different opportunity, more for like independent development of projects. So yeah, please spread the word and have a look at that opportunity. But it sounds like from what you're asking, Lea, it sounds like Magnify is the right opportunity for you. And if you have any more questions or want to have a chat with me about it, like as you're filling out the application, please contact us, we have our e-mail address to get in contact with me. Please reach out. I'd love to chat to you and chat about your project and answer any other questions that you have.

Madeline, hello. Hi there. I'm wondering about the different funds. Oh, yes, because I'm more in the music space, but for the new music I'm creating, I did want to work with a crochet artist so there can be a live element. I'd love to know if musicians have previously done the funds and what they did. Just saw this opportunity on Instagram an hour ago and jumped on. Okay, great. I'm glad you jumped on. Thank you. Okay, music. Yes. So this opportunity, Magnify Live Arts is more for, in terms of music, it's more music composition. Maybe you're like developing a musical or, you know, you're like developing a work that is 45 minutes to an hour long and you're imagining that you'll present it to a live audience. Or you're developing a sound tour, you know, that people can tune in on their phones and, you know, with headphones and like do like a guided tour of Blacktown, for example, right? So things like that where you're envisioning the very live component, like audience component of it. This crochet idea sounds really exciting. So yeah, if there's a live element.
to it, please submit for it.

You know, but you could also have a look at Blacktown City Creative Arts Fund and see what kind of need, you know, what does your project need? Does your project need more like mentoring and like, would you like the residency space? Like, is that useful to you for your project? Then I would apply for Magnify.

But if you're more, maybe you've developed it, you've developed it a bit already, and you kind of want to focus more on like the later part of the development and like putting it all together and getting, you know, you're ready for like presentation, then I would apply for the Creative Arts Fund for the presentation of your project.
I hope that helps because yeah, it magnifies very much about the development phase for a presentation in the future.

Yeah, okay, great. I'm glad that cleared that up. Awesome.

Any other, any other questions? But yeah, also as I mentioned, please encourage everyone that is like listening back to this recording as well to reach out to us. We're very happy to take time. This is, you know, why we're here to connect with you and answer any other questions and talk about your projects. I'd love to hear what you're working on. So please do reach out. Well, we might give it like a couple more minutes and if that's all the questions, we might wrap it up.
Wonderful. Okay, I think that's all I've got, everyone.

Once again, thank you for tuning in. Reach out to us. Please supply. Don't be shy.
We want to hear about all your wonderful projects.
Right, thank you.
The.
Thanks, Lea
Alright, see you everyone. Goodnight.
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